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“Walchdog Might Destroy Ifs Charge

Sen..Mike Mansfield (D-Mont) is
displeased with' our foreign intelli-
gerke system. "“We were caught
short,” he say¥, when fateful events
| burst ‘out recently in Hungary and
Tthe Middle East. ‘The senator pro-

}mnes. therefore, to introduce again
at the next session of ‘Congress his
measure to set up a congressional
watchdog committee to k tabs
on the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA). -

The arguments in fevor of such a
watchdog committee are persuasive.
CIA is a hush-hush agency about
which Congress and the public know
| virtually .nothing. Allen W. Dulles,

g its' director, has au-
thority to hire and
fire personnel with-
j out regard to any ex-

for the agency are
concealed deliberate-
ly under.appropsia-
i tions for'aother agen-
Dulles  ces, and Mr. Dulles
. can supend that
money “without regard to the pro-
visions of law and regulations re-
lating to the expenditure of. gov-
ernment funds.” - :
No information as to the size of
the CIA ever has been made public.
- Guesses have suggested that it may
employ between 8,000 and 30,000 per-
sons and may have an annual operat-
ing budget in the neighborhood of a
half billion dollars. These guesses
may be wide of the mark. Even so,
CIK must be a large and expensive
agency. The fact that it functions
behind a cloak of secrecy makes it

isting laws,, Funds .

v ’ . -+
an u;achronism in a democratic gov--
emment, and an agency whith, in

less able hands, could-be wide'open

" watchdog committee might destroy
_* the efféctiveness of the CIA by leak-!

to abuse. - -

The “Hoover Commission made &
careful examination of CIA’ lagt.
year. It recognized the need for
secrecy, yet recommended as desir-
able the proposal to set up a con-
gressional watchdog committee. '

Such a committee - functions effec- -

tively in the sensitive field of atomic
energy. A similar one, the Hoover.
Commission suggested, could assure.
Congress and the public that CIA -
was operating “in an efficient, effec-
tive and reasonably economical'man-

ner.” .
L 2N

The other side has. Bome persua-".

sive arguments, too—
30 persuasive, in fact
that Senator Mans-
field's 'proposal was
voted down, 59 to 27,
in the -Senate last
April.

y its very nature,
CIA must operate in
secrecy. It (s an es-
pionage organization.
Its agents are scattered around the
globe, gathering information vital
to the security of the United
States. However repugnant the idea”
of spying may be to the average
American, the fact is that a nation
fike ours with vast influence and
responsibilities in the wqrnld
couldn’t function efectively, and
perhaps couldn't survive, without
something like the CIA. In.an un-

»

easy world, it is as essential to our -

- security. .as

“cised in the selecting for a single:

.Senator McCarthy, itching to get a.

"he had “mote than 100 pages of evi- -
denice ‘of bunglinig,'incompetence, in-

.-filttation in CTAS '+
 rlew. Hight. Most of

* largely with abstricts.. The recent '
4 - events in Poland, Hungary ‘and the

Mcmﬁola- S

" Middle East, Out of. such.an inquiry

military estlbliah-:“

ment, o ' :
The danger in Senator Mansfield's
proposal {s that .a ‘Tongressional®

ing some of its secrets, perhaps

inadvertently. Surely, any such com-;
mittee would have to be made 12):
of the most responsible and depend-
able. members of Congress. It would
have to be a “select” committee and
great ‘care would have to be exer-

{rresponsible or headline-grabbing '
congressman could cause untold
damage. One has only to recall that

1obk” at “CYA, once. announced that

efficiency, waste and Communist in- |
put CIA in a |
"of the. previous as- ;
its -work have- dealt :

nts o

Middle East, however, are. tangible
events; they provide something con~ -
crete againgt-which the performance ;
of CIA can-be measuted. - - :
‘l‘h:npubliclhould“ﬁot expect to |
have all the details spread out on the
record. It would se¢m useful and de-
sirable, however, for a special com-
mittee of Congress. to inquire as to -
how well or how badly CIA func- |
tioned in anticipating the recent :
events: in Central Europe and the |

could come a better judgment on the |
value - of Senator Mansficld’s pro- !
posald’ -
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